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well as voluntary organizations for educating public opinion in
the right direction so as to stop the vices.149

On the basis of these moral considerations the non-violent
State will completely wipe out the revenue from drink and drug
traffic. As a means of conserving the moral and material welfare
of the country prohibition of intoxicants has been for thirty
years one of the chief items of the constructive programme of
Gandhiji. In 1937 when the Congress ministries came into office
in the provinces Gandhiji expounded his plan of complete
prohibition within three years.150 But in this as in other matters
Gandhiji laid as much stress on voluntary effort as on State
action. Imposing prohibition by law, i.e., closing down of drink
and drug shops and thus removing the open temptation is
merely the negative part of prohibition, the positive part being
"a type of adult education of the nation", i.e., active systematic
propaganda by voluntary7 organizations with the object of
weaning the addicts. Propaganda also includes absolutely peace-
ful, silent and educative picketing and intimate personal
contact with addicts.151

There has been a good deal of criticism that complete prohi-
bition may not be practicable, may give rise to illicit traffic and
will, due to great loss of revenue, result in the starving of edu-
cation and other necessary social services. Gandhiji concedes
that some illicit distillation may continue but so may thieving,
and he would not on that account license either. To him man
rather than money is the primary consideration. Rather than
use the tainted money he would cut out the education budget,
making education self-sufficing, effect oiher economies, tap
other sources of revenue and even raise short-term loans.152
Besides, economically also the nation will not be a loser. For the
removal of this degrading tax enables the drinker, i.e., the tax-
payer, to save his drink-bill and to earn and spend better which
means a tremendous economic gain to the nation. Moreover, it
is impossible to compute in terms of money the enormous moral,
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150 The Congress ministries in various States of the Indian Union have
adopted the policy of enforcing prohibition within a period of years. Some of
the States are experimenting with total prohibition.
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